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Stand in Awe at the Baby Jesus

He is the Word, life, light, glory, grace and truth…all in the flesh

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God - children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

It’s Christmas morning.  You sit in your bathrobe, holding a warm cup of coffee and gaze at the Christmas tree standing so stately in your living room.  You smile, somewhat in awe of the great job you did at stringing those lights and placing the ornaments just right.  You smile, somewhat in awe of the fact that you actually purchased all of those presents on time this year and wrapped them so nicely.  They look so perfect under the tree.  You glance into the kitchen and smile, somewhat in awe of the fact that you also were able to find the time to prepare a beautiful meal for the family.  As you take a sip from your mug your eyes are drawn to a nativity set displayed on your end table.  Your gaze is fixed on a tiny baby, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a feeding trough.  And immediately you stop and think about that for a moment, the baby, Jesus, the Christ, God’s Son, lying in a feeding trough.  You get up from the sofa and kneel down by that nativity set and you gently pick up that little manger and hold the feeding trough in the palm of your hand and gaze at the infant lying there, so meek and mild.  You stand in awe of the baby, Jesus, the Christ, God’s Son, lying in a feeding trough.  What a miracle!  What love!  What humility!  And all for me.  This Christmas morning we Stand in Awe at the Baby Jesus.  As we study John’s gospel we will see that he is the Word, life, light, glory grace and truth; and what makes this all so awesome, is that he is all of these things, in the flesh.  

When you hear someone say, “That’s word, dude!” remind them that they are no longer living in the 90s.  “That’s word, dude,” means, “That’s cool or that’s awesome.”  You and I can stand before the manger this morning and say, “That’s word,” or to quote the apostle John, “That’s the Word.”   The Gospel writer assigns a unique but very fitting name to the second person of the Godhead.  In these verses he tells us about the Word, “In the beginning was the Word.”  That’s awesome, that the Word was in the beginning.  That means he was at creation, even before creation.  Hhe must be eternal!  He must be God!  John confirms our deduction by saying, “…and the Word was God.”  If the Word is God, if he is eternal, if he was in the beginning, he must be also our Creator!  John again verifies our reason with the truth in verse three by saying that the Word in fact created everything.  This Word then must also be omnipotent (all powerful).   

We would all agree that words can be powerful, whether they are true or false.  The right words are used to sway a buyer to make a purchase.  “This car is listed for $18,000 but is on sale for only $16,000.”  The wrong words can be used to repulse consumers, “Don’t eat at that restaurant.  You’ll get gut rot.”   What about the Word?  What affect does he have?  If the Word is God, he is eternal and omnipotent then his Words must carry the same characteristics.  John tells us, “In him (that is, the Word) was life.” (vs4)  John uses the word life 35 other times in this Gospel.  The life John speaks of comes in connection with the Word.  We can say that all human beings, animals, birds and even plants have life.  This life comes from God.  He gives life to all people, whether or not they ever believe in him.  But to those who do believe in God through the Word has life.  Not just a biological life with beating heart and flowing blood, but eternal life.  John in his first letter writes, “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He who has the Son has life.” (1John 5:11,12)  

This is also why the apostle says in vs4,5 “In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness but the darkness has not understood it.”   You would not have known that your pastor once worked for a collection agency if he had never told you.  But does it make a difference now that you know?  We would not have known that we receive eternal life through the Word unless he had made it known to us.  In this case, it makes a big difference if this information is made light to you know or not.  For without the Word… hold that thought for just a second.  Without the Word we are without life, without light, and are living in darkness, and instead of eternal life, death and destruction for eternity.  We are walking around in darkness we don’t know which way to go.  We are lost.  Without the Word we are like the people of Israel whom John describes in vs10,11.  The Word was in the world but his own people did not even receive him.  They remained in the darkness.  They opposed the Word and crucified him.  But the darkness did not succeed in extinguishing the light.    

In his gospel John writes, “I am the light of the world, he who follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” (8:12)  Light chases away the darkness.  Light dispels the doom and gloom of the darkness that leads to hell.  Light reveals the saving love of God, and guides us like a beacon on the way of eternal life.  Light illumines the path to heaven through the Word.  

The Light of the Word also reveals glory, grace and truth.  John says, “We have seen his glory the glory of the One and only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (vs14)  When John says that we have seen his glory he was of course referring to the transfiguration of the Word on top of the mountain before his three closest followers, Peter, James and John.  The Word revealed the splendor of his glory at that time to show his disciples that although he would soon suffer and die, he was still the Word, still true God, still eternal and still retained all glory and power.  

Light reveals that the Word is full of grace and truth.  Grace is the love of God that you and I do not deserve.  We need to ask ourselves, “Why would the Word love a world full of sin?  Why would he care for human beings even though he knew they would be hostile to him and reject him?  What has any human being done to deserve this attention, to receive grace?  Why does God care about me when I can’t get through the day without somehow sinning against him?”  The truth is you and I have done nothing to warrant God’s love.  Nothing.  That’s the whole point of grace.  We don’t deserve it.  The Word is full of love you don’t deserve, and he’s given you his grace through his Word which is truth.        

For the past few minutes we have learned from the first chapter of John’s Gospel that the Word is God, he is life, light, glory, grace and truth.  And all of these attributes culminate in this one simple, yet profound, illogical truth, that makes us stand in awe of the baby Jesus: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (vs14)  Wow!  The Word, the all powerful, eternal, loving, glorious, one and only Son of God became flesh and lived among us.  That is amazing.  What business did the Word have in becoming flesh?  Why would the Word subjugate himself to live in a corrupt world which he had originally made perfect?  Why would the Word allow himself to take on human flesh and everything that goes along with being human: all of the emotions, the weeping, the sorrow, the hunger, the need for food and rest, the pain of suffering and death?   

The Word became flesh, yet he was free of one thing each human possesses, sin. That is why the Word became flesh.  This is what makes us stand up in awe of the baby Jesus.  The Word became flesh to live.  The Word became flesh to live free of sin in our place.  The Word became flesh so that he could die.  The Word became flesh so that according to his Deity he might save all the world through his death.  The Word became flesh so that all who believe in his name, should not perish, but have eternal life.  This is why we stand in awe of the baby Jesus.  Through the baby Jesus the Father revealed the Word, his Words reveal to you that life is yours through him.  His Words reveal his glory.  You, too, have seen his glory through the eyes of faith.  And you receive all of these blessings by his grace.  This Christmas morning stand in awe of the baby Jesus, the Word who became flesh and dwelt among us, to give us life and light by his grace.  Amen.   

